Mins of the Prees Parish Council Meeting held on August 17 2026 at 7.15pm
 in Prees Village Hall.
Present: Cllrs Mrs S Short, Mrs J Catterall, Mrs B Finch, Mrs L Baer, Mrs J Platt,  T Nield, D Pritchard, J Redgate, D Pritchard and M Myles-Hook.  7 members of the public and the clerk Mrs K Sieloff were also present.

119/26   Public Session
A member of the public attended to ask the Parish Council to support his objection to planning application 26/02488/FUL.  He drew the PC’s attention to other matters at the same site and asked that the PC pursue them.
120/26  Apologies.  
Apologies received from Cllrs Mrs S Jones, Mrs A Allen and J Allen.
121/26   For Members to disclose Pecuniary/Non-Pecuniary interests in items on this agenda. 
There were none.
122/26   Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on July 20 2026 (previously circulated.)
A typo was pointed out and corrected.  The Minutes were agreed to be a true record.  Proposed by  Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr D Pritchard.  All in favour and the Minutes were signed.
123/26   Actions arising from the Minutes (which are not included on the Agenda.)
124/26   Community Policing Matters.  
There was no officer present but the clerk had received an email from local police clearly setting out the status of e-scooters and confirming that their use is illegal on public land.  Clerk to put the information on the PC website and Facebook.
125/26   Shropshire Council Report.  (Previously circulated.)
Cllr Malcolm Myles-Hook’s report for August 2026 is available in full on the PC website.  He advised that he currently had nothing major to add.
126/26    Planning Matters
Current planning applications for consultation
	26/02488/FUL:  Part retrospective application for residential lodge with alterations to existing access Heathfield Stables And Stud, Manor House Lane, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire. Applicant: Mr Mike Evans.
The PC resolved to object to this Application on the grounds that the appearance of the building does not fit in its context and the infrastructure in terms of electricity and drainage seem inadequate.  It was also noted that conditions attached to previous planning permissions on the site had ruled it as unsuitable for permanent residential use. Proposed by Cllr J Redgate and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All were in favour.
At this point in the Agenda the Chair brought forward the following item 
127/26   Prees Village Hall Committee requests financial assistance from the PC
Cllr Mrs S Short thanked the Chair of the Village Hall Committee Ms N Young for the comprehensive accounts information that had been provided to the PC and included a comprehensive business plan. Cllr Mrs Short said that she felt confident that the accounts were now being appropriately kept and she was impressed by the ideas presented in the business plan.  She noted the VH Committee’s intention of upgrading the VH’s kitchen with the intention of increasing its use both by the Committee’s events and outside hirers.  Ms Young advised that she thought the cost of the considerable improvements necessary to the kitchen would be around £20,000 and that the intention was to apply to other outside funding bodies for help with this once a detailed estimate of the costs was confirmed. The first step was to sort the damp on the outside wall and this remedial work was already organised.  
Ms N Young reminded the PC that the VH can apply to other funding bodies for help with capital costs but not running costs.  Consequently, the VH Committee was asking the PC to consider awarding £6,000 to cover a year’s running costs.  
After discussion it was resolved to award the Village Hall £6,000  in four quarterly payments of £1,500 with the first payment to be authorised at the September meeting and with quarterly written accounts and report to be received by the PC.  This was proposed by Cllr T Nield and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.
Cllr Mrs B Finch offered to personally sponsor a VH event at a cost of £250.  Ms N Young gratefully accepted the  offer and thanked Mrs Finch for her generosity.
128/26 Planning continued.
26/02849/PIP: Application for permission in principle 4 to 9 dwellings Proposed Residential Development Land West Of Pine Patch, Heathwood Road, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire. Applicant: Mr P Slater.
The PC resolved to object to this application on the grounds that it was not sufficiently specific and that the site was not in-fill but agricultural land.  The absence of consultant comments was also noted.  
The PCs objection was proposed by Cllr T Nield and seconded by Cllr D Pritchard.  All were in favour.
26/02638/FUL:  Single-storey extension to create a new kitchen space and single-storey entrance extension to the home office.   Broadhay, Broadhay Lane, Lower Heath, Prees, Whitchurch.  Applicant: Mr & Mrs Downes.
The PC resolved to support this application.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr T Nield.  All were in favour.
26/02967/FUL: Erection of two storey extension and rear boot room extension following demolition of existing.  Fields Farm, Fauls, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2BA.  Applicant: Mr Hargreaves.
The PC resolved to support this application.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs B Finch and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All were in favour.
The following two applications were For Information Only and were noted by the PC.
26/02756/CPL: Certificate of Lawfulness for conversion of enclosed garage into a bedroom and shower room 17 Woodlands Grove, Prees Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2JB. 356334- 336153 Mr David Ganley
26/02885/AGI: Address:  Prees Wood Farm, Armoury Lane, Prees, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2EN.  Proposal:  Proposed erection of a silage clamp
Applicant: Mr D Cope (Prees Wood Farm , Armoury Lane, Prees, Whitchurch, SY13 2EN)
Planning decisions received from Shropshire Council
26/02296/VAR: Lower Heath C.E. School, Lower Heath, Prees, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2BT
Proposal:  Variation of condition 1 attached to Planning Permission 16/03396/VAR to allow for the retention of the demountable accommodation for a further temporary period of ten years.
Decision:  Grant Permission
26/02454/PIP: Proposed Residential Development Land North Of 41, Twemlows Avenue, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire.  Proposal:  Permission in Principle for the erection of up to 3No. dwellings.  Decision:  Grant Permission
26/01734/VAR: Land To The South Of Nook Lane , Weston Under Redcastle, Shropshire, SY4 5LR
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No. 2 attached to permission 23/04624/FUL allowed on appeal reference APP/L3245/W/24/3356499.  Decision:  Grant Permission.
26/02057/TPO  : Trafford House, Sylvan Close, Twemlows Avenue, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2TB
Proposal:  Fell 4no. Pine trees (T1-4) protected by The North Shropshire District Council (Prees Higher Heath No 6) TPO 1975 (NS/00051/75)  Decision:  Part Approved Part Refused.

	26/01520/FUL: Lily Court, Lighteach Road, Prees, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2DR
Proposal:  Replacement agricultural building for livestock housing.  Decision:  Grant Permission.
The following two planning decisions from Shropshire Council were inadvertently omitted from the July Agenda, for which the clerk apologises.
26/02174/OUT: Proposed Residential Development Land North Of 41, Twemlows Avenue, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire.  Proposal:  Outline application for proposed residential development of 3No. detached dwellings to include access and layout.  Decision:  Withdrawn
26/01746/FUL: Fernyleas, Station Road, Prees, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2DW
Proposal:  Proposed detached carport and games room. Decision:  Grant Permission.
129/26    Parish and Parish Council Matters


Update on filling of cllr vacancy.
Shropshire Council has confirmed there has been no request for an Election and therefor the PC is free to co-opt to the vacancy.  The clerk confirmed that the vacancy is being advertised until 28 August.  The details of all the applicants will be circulated to all cllrs and all eligible candidates will be invited to attend the September 21 PC meeting where cllrs will vote to identify the favourite candidate.
Parking around Prees War Memorial
Cllr Mrs S Short confirmed there will be a meeting with the impacted parties on 9 September.  She has information to impart at the meeting, but there will be no decisions made.  Responses will be brought back to the September PC meeting.  Cllr Mrs Short reported that she had met with the Rev Mark Amey, vicar at St Chads, to explain the history of the problem.
Playground matters
· Estimates for fencing Higher Heath playing-field
The clerk had received estimates of around £3,000 for the installation of stock wire and a gate on two sides of the HH playing-field.  Clerk to arrange for contractor site visit to discuss the matter further.  Cllrs to be invited.
· Annual RoSPA reports on playgrounds.
Clerk to send to  members of Playground Group.
· Bin at Prees playground.  
Cllr Mrs J Platt reported that following her complaint to SC, a litter bin at Brades playing-ground had at last been replaced.
· Dogs reported in Prees playground.  
It was resolved that the clerk should obtain a large clear sign stating that no dogs are allowed in the playground, whether on or off lead.  Expenditure up to £50.00 was authorised for this.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs B Finch and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All were in favour.
· Possible provision of dog-poo bags.
The clerk had obtained costs of dispensers and bags, but after discussion the idea was dropped as cllrs were sure that the bag dispenser would be vandalised and/or the bags removed illicitly.
Residents’ concerns about electricity supply at Mercian Place.  Update.
Shortly after the last PC meeting Charlotte Prince from Wreking Housing had contacted the clerk to say that Marches Energy was carrying out surveys and assessments in relation to the heating and hot water on-site.  At that time eleven properties had been set up with a Smart Export Guarantee allowing surplus energy produced to be bought by energy suppliers.  Charlotte confirmed that information had been left at those properties with nobody at home.
Footpath on Moreton Street partially blocked by garden building and dumping of domestic refuse.  
The PC resolved to pursue this.  Clerk to register the matter on Fix My Street and report to Footpaths Officer.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs B Finch and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All in favour.
Report from Communications group.
The Chair, Cllr Mrs J Platt and the clerk had met to discuss possible ways of improving communication paths between the PC and its parishioners.  Options were identified such as an annual survey, more use of the Venture, information dispersed to our local schools and PC presence at events in the three local village halls.  The PC could possibly start by explaining which responsibilities fall to the PC and which are those of SC.  This matter to be discussed further at the September meeting.
LH School to get 20mph limit. 
SC has confirmed that this will happen.  Statutory consultation will take place at the beginning of the school term in September this year.  After that there will be an approximately 16-week lead-in period to allow the necessary electrical connections to be programmed and completed before the scheme can be progressed.
Policy Matters
It was resolved to approve Standing Orders and Financial Regs for another year.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs B Finch and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All in favour.
IT Policy
The clerk is not finding editing the IT policy provided by NALC, which is designed for organisations much larger than a PC,  an easy task.  She aims to complete it for the September meeting.
130/26   SALC news.
Notification of SALC AGM November 3 2026 4-7pm at Sovereign Suite at Shrewsbury Town Football Stadium.  If you wish to attend please tell the clerk.
131/26 Accounting matters
· Accounts for Payment  August 17 2026
It was resolved that the following accounts should be paid.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Platt.  All were in favour.
                                                                                                                         £
K D Sieloff clerk’s salary August 2026                                                             506.49
HMRC PAYE                                                                                                     126.60                                                                                 
KD Sieloff clerk’s expenditure (16.7.26-10.8.26)                                                20.45                                                                                                                                    
Pimlotts  Grounds Maintenance Ltd  (playgrounds etc July)                             212.00 
Pimlotts Grounds Maintenance Ltd (Lengthsman)                                             320.00              
Steve Oliver  (repair to HH zip-wire)                                                                   50.00
Playsafety Ltd                                                                                                     337.20
Technochip Computers Ltd                                                                             1,188.00
Post Office Ltd (SC Joint Energy costs July-Sept 2026)                                    671.82                                      

                                                                                                        TOTAL  £3,432.56
Clerk’s expenditure 16.7.26-10.8.26)
BT line rental contribution August 2026: £ 12.50. 
Stamps:5 x second class stamps @ 87p = £4.35
Trip to noticeboards for display of Notice of Vacancy: 8 miles @ 45 ppm = £3.60
Total=£20.45
· Update on Audit 2025-26.  The clerk confirmed that the period of public scrutiny of the unaudited accounts had expired on Tuesday 11 August. The relevant documents were currently with the external auditor and the PC awaited response.
132/26  Housekeeping
· Sandford lay-bys full of rubbish.  Clerk to look and report to SC.
· Pole on Church Street has sign saying ‘Live’.  Clerk to check.
133/26   Facebook.   Comments about e-scooters causing hazard on local roads. 
134/26  Correspondence.  Resident concerned about traffic speeds on Green Lane, Prees and Shrewsbury Road, Lower Heath.  Matter to be on September Agenda.
135/26  Items for next Agenda.
As identified in the Minutes plus 
· Review of outstanding enforcement matters.
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